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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMTSSION

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Servi-ce
Commission, on its own
Motion, to administer the
Universal- Service Fund High-
Cost Program: lfindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.54

Entered: July 16, 20L9

BY THE COMMTSSTON:

OPTNTON AND FINDINGS

By Application filed April 9, 2019 windstream Nebraska
rnc. , (Irrlindstream or Appricant ) seeks high-cost support f rom
the Nebraska universal- service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the
application appeared in The Daily Record , Omahar'Nebraska on
April 15,
Nebraska o

2OL9 and in the Lincoln Journal Star, Lincoln
n April !9, 201-9. No protests or interventions ü/ere

filed; therefore, the commission processed this application
pursuant to its Rul-e of Modified procedure.

vüindstream seeks support in the amount of elghty-nine
thousand and sixty dollars ($89,060) for the construction of
facilities to the southwestern area of the AshJ_and, Nebraska
ILBC exchange. According to Windstream, the Central Office for
Ashland is currently connected with j_nteroffice fiber
facilitles. Customers within the reach of the Central- Office
may be abl-e to receive 4 Mbps or better depending on their
distance to the facilities. This project wirl prace equipment
at one site, one remote Base station approximately 2.6 mil_es
southwest of the Ashland centra] offÍce, with fiber placed t.o
the nearest available existing fiber access point. These
network upgrades will- enabl-e a fixed wirel-ess network capable
of prcíviding speeds of between 10 and 100 Mbps downl-oad.

vüindstream pro j ects the total- deployment cost for theproject is ç243,144 and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of $89'060. The difference between the total- project costs and
the requested funding is because Vrlindstream is not seeking
funding in the areas funded by the FCC's Connect America Fund
Phase rr program. windstream is requesting that the funding
for this project be applied against the remaining 2ot7 funds
al-l-otted to lVindstream.

GRANTED
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V{indstream estimates the project will- be compJ-eted within
I On l^--- ^c ^--r i --LJ -rov LrctyÞ e;! ctPPrl-ÇctLaorl approvar. Ir cne pfoleCE l-S appfoved,
Vüindstream wí11- commit to prorriding broadband ser-¡ice t-c all-
househol-ds j-n the project area for a minímum of five years.

The Commission staff conducted an analysis of the census
blocks submitted and co¡npared the information against t.he
Connect America Fund phase fl eligible areas. The Comrnission
staff al-so reviewed t.he census bl-ock information and compared
it to its wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses Fcc Form
477 deployment data col-lected by the FCC biannual-ly. The
commission finds support should b¿ granted in the amount of
$89,060 as requested by Vrtindstream.

Reguests for Reimbursement.:

vtindstream must first make the investment and then may
file a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
ürlindstream does not need to complete the construction process
prior to- seeking rei-mbursement; rather, ít may work with the
NUSF Department to deveJ-op intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department wil-l- reimburse Vrlindstream
for capital improvement costs made rel-ative to and as included
in the application filed by the company for the projects
approved in this order. once the investment is made,
vüindstream shal-l fil-e a request for support, provi-de the NUSF
Department with documentation consistent with Department
policy and shall- certify to the Department that it had made
t.he described j-nvestment f or the provision, maintenance and
upgrading of facilities and services in the described rural
areas.

Reporting Reguirements:

lrlindstream shal-l- f ile r oo an annual- basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible telecommunications carriers
(BTCs), the information required by the commission's
TeLecommunicatj-ons Rul-es pertaining to ETCs and the investment
information required by the commission's order in Docket NUSF-
66. The report should make cl-ear to the commj-ssion that
Vüindstream wil-l- not request reimbursement for equipment where
grant money hras also received from another source.

I¡rle further remind Applicant that consistent with the
commj-ssion's ETc requirements in Titl-e 2gr Neb. Admin. code,
Chapter 5, S 009.0443, the Commission requires a]l ETCs to
report on the number of unfulfilled requests for broadband
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service on an annual basis. Applicant must notify the
Commissj-on of any requests for broadband t.hat it ü¡as not abl-e
to fulfill in the service territory where support is provided.
At a minimum, Applicant should identify the following
information in its annual ETC report to the commission: i-) the
support area, 2) a description of the measures taken, and 3)
the reasons for its inability to provide the requested.--..service. windstream shal-] file its annual- report on or before
June 1 of each year.

As a conditlon of rece j-ving support, eli_gible
tel-ecommunications carriers (ETC) must offer broadband service
in the supported areas that meet certain basic performance
requirements. Upon completion of the project approved herein,
hre require Applicant to demonstrate compllance with certa j-n
minimum performance requirements. Vüe require Applicant to
provide evidence that. the service deptoyed using NUSF support
is provided as indicated in t.he application. Applicant must
conduct testJ-ng for both speed and latency and provide results
from those tests. we will afford Applicant the flexibility to
measure pe::formance across deployments in a manner that is
best suited to determine the speed and latency of the service
provided to end user consumers. However, Applicant must
indicat.e how they measured broadband performance, including
whether it was consistent with existing network management.
systems, ping tests ¡ 'ox other conunonly available network
measurement too1s, a provider-developed sel_f-testing
configuration, or results from the FCC's Measuring Broadband
in America (MBA) program. l Such information should be filed
no l-ater than 90 days following completion of the supported
project (s) .

In additionr ârr ETC has an obligation to advertise the
avail-ability of services that are supported by universal-
service support mechanism using media of general
distribution.2 To ensure that this obligation is met, the
Commission requíres Applicant to provide it with a copy of its
marketíng materiaLs to consumers as wel-l- as a description of,
how the supported service was advertised.

I See fn Re Connect America Fund., CAF Phase II Price Cap Service Obligation
Order, WC Docket No. 10-90, 28 FCC Rcd at 15071, paras. 23-25 (October 31,
201-3); see aLso Performance Measures Publ-ic Notice, 32 FCC Red a.t 9323,
para. 6 (December 6, 2017 ) and In re Connect America Fund, I/üC Docket No.
10-90, Order, 33 FCC Rcd 6509 (Juty 6, 201-8).

2 See 47 Ç. F. R. S 54 .201.
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The Applicant shall- be required to complete the approved
pro j ee is within iwo (2) years f rom ihe ctaie of ihis Orcier
u-nles,s oood- ca-u-se r,s shown for a later com-oletion d-atc

ÞrnrÄ1-rrnÄ l-nmmi .|- man1- c .U! VqVVq¡¡U VV¡lUtLr L¡1LçI¡ L È .

The Commission maintains broadband availabitity data and
updates that information on aL least an annual basís. As a
condition of this support, Windstream must report broadband
availability to the Commission upon request. Vüindstream must
also confirm that it will not seek duplicative support through
the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

IT IS THERBFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
Vüindstream be and it is hereby granted as described herein.

. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Vrlindstream shal-l be subject to
all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTBRED AND
16th day of July,

COMMISSONERS CONCURRÏNG:

4q--

MADE EFFECTIVE at Linco1n, Nebraska, this
2079.

NEBRASKA PUBLTC SBRVICE COMM]SSION

ch ryal_r

Þ*r/*

ðrW
ATTBST:

I

Executive Director


